
vintage 

2011

PRAETORIAN  
Tempranillo 64%, Malbec 12%, Grenache 12%, Mourvedre 12%

strength. propulsion. intricacy. a japanese puzzle box for the nose, 
mouth, mind and soul.

In this unique, Iberian inspired blend, the Priorat meets the Ribera del Duero to 
show the true essence of Briarwood vineyard Tempranillo.  The initial nose of 
this blend hints at earthy aromatics and leather before giving way to a virtual 
spice rack of clove, coriander seed, dried tobacco, and cedar.  This wine truly 
shines on the palate where its taster discovers the flavors of fresh cut rhubarb, 
spiced plum sauce, and black cherries.  The ample tannins of this blend present 
a firm, rustic example of classic Tempranillo structure. To call this a full bodied 
wine would be an understatement.  Praetorian is a serious wine that is bal-
anced enough to make you take notice immediately, but has the structure to 
reward those patient enough to cellar it for a decade or more.

vinification 
Fermentation Fermented in a combination of 1-ton open top tanks and ½-ton 
open top French oak puncheons following a five day cold soak. Lots were 
punched-down by hand 2-3 times daily, with fermentation lasting 7-10 days.  
Lots were pressed off the skins after a total of 13-22 days of skin contact time. 
Aging 17 months post fermentation in a mixture of French oak puncheons and 
barriques (~40% new oak).

appellation & vineyard 
Templeton Gap, Paso Robles, ONX Estate

technical details 
pH 3.89    Alcohol 15.1%  
Acidity 5.5 g/L   Cases Produced 185

“This blend of Tempranillo, Malbec, Grenache and Mourvèdre offers 
such generosity of fruit, but manages to finish dry and clean. Tannins 
are grippy in the mouth, but flavors of dried currant, leather and 
black cherry jam burst through. What a great wine to decant for a 
few hours and serve up with rich beef dishes.” 93 PTS

“Deep ruby. Smoky raspberry and blackberry aromas are comple-
mented by notes of vanillin oak and cola. Cherry-cola and sweet 
chewing tobacco flavors are given clarity and lift by a peppery 
nuance. This silky, open-knit wine finishes with soft tannins and 
appealing sweetness and persistence.” 90 PTS
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